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ARKANSAS BLACK HALL OF FAME FOUNDATION 

Arkansas CARES Act - Funding Proposal 
 
OVERVIEW: The Arkansas Black Hall of Fame (ABHOF) Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that is committed to improving the health, education and economic stability among black and other 
underserved populations in Arkansas. We have worked to ensure continued support of nonprofit 
organizations across the state that share our mission for over 20 years. Specifically, our grant program 
has awarded over $600,000 to organizations with interests in education, youth development, 
health/wellness and economic development. Of the 75 counties in the state, we have provided grants in 
62 and we hope to expand our impact during the COVID-19 pandemic. As the state continues to re-open, 
it is critical that the most vulnerable communities have access to the funds necessary to acquire items 
needed to ensure the safety of their people including educational materials, masks and sanitizing 
stations.  We are requesting CARES Act funding in the amount of $300,000 to provide COVID-19 mini-
grants to organizations and small businesses in our target population.   
 
PROBLEM: As the COVID-19 crisis evolves, it has become increasingly clear that vulnerable populations 
are disproportionately impacted. Unsurprisingly, these disparately affected groups are the same ones 
that have long experienced stark health disparities, such as communities of color, low-income 
populations, and those that reside in congregate living facilities (nursing homes, jails, shelters, etc.).  
Furthermore, prior to COVID-19, African Americans had higher rates of underlying chronic conditions 
such hypertension, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and kidney failure. Unfortunately, these underlying 
conditions - which stem from issues such as poverty, lack health insurance, inadequate housing and 
limited access to health care - all negatively impact health outcomes associated with COVID-19.  While 
higher rates of positive cases and death are rooted in longstanding, structural inequities that cannot be 
corrected overnight, we can help foster an equitable and just COVID-19 response, relief, and recovery 
effort.   
 
NEED. Data shows minority populations are disproportionately affected by COVID-19. African Americans 
make up 15 percent of the population, but account for more than 28 percent of COVID-19 cases and 34 
percent of the COVID-19 mortality rate statewide. A COVID-19 Community Vulnerability Index (CCVI) 
was developed using the CDC’s Social Vulnerability Index to assess which communities may be less 
resilient to the impacts of the COVID pandemic. The index found that Arkansas is one of the third most 
vulnerable states in the US with 88% of counties listed as vulnerable. Reports by medical professionals 
during Presidential briefings, Governor’s briefings and on national television networks have often stated 
that underlying health conditions are associated with increased hospitalizations for COVID-19. 
Additionally, this public health emergency has contributed to loneliness, depression, stress, fear and 
anxiety, especially in the marginalized population. For these reasons, it is clear that it is imperative that 
special focus be put on the African American and other underserved communities in Arkansas. As 
Arkansas and the nation continue to be impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, and communities are 
affected physically, economically, mentally and emotionally, the Arkansas Black Hall of Fame Foundation 
is compelled to respond immediately to help bring relief.  We recognize the importance of responding 
during this unprecedented time by getting funds quickly and efficiently to those who are best suited to 
meet the needs. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL CAPABILITY AND EXPERIENCE. The Arkansas Black Hall of Fame Foundation was 
established to ensure that African Americans and other underserved communities receive support and 
access to sufficient resources.  For more than 20 years, we have provided in excess of $1,000,000 in 
community grants and investments to support groups and organizations that help build-up communities 
that have historically been disadvantaged. (see Appendix A). We have fulfilled this mission by awarding 
grants to non-profit organizations that assist these communities in Arkansas. We have a 14- member 
board composed of volunteers who work hard to uphold our mission.   
 

APPROACH. With the advent of the COVID-19 crisis, ABHOF determined that the 2020 grant cycle should 
focus on COVID-19 related issues in these communities.  In an effort to meet this goal the Arkansas Black 
Hall of Fame Foundation, announced the launch of the ABHOF Foundation COVID-19 Relief Initiative to 
provide grants, up to $1,000, to Arkansas-based organizations serving minority communities and 
working to address COVID-19 related issues in the following ways:  

 Food insecurity 
 Housing  
 Household finance relief 
 Physical and mental health care 
 Education of children and families 
 Assistance to faith-based organizations 
 Assistance for minority small businesses 

 

ABHOF has committed $25,000 to the effort and is seeking to raise an additional $25,000 through a 
Giving Campaign. Within, the first three days of the campaign, 43% of the goal was achieved. Therefore, 
it is apparent that requests will rapidly and significantly exceed the ABHOF funding. It is anticipated that 
the month-long fundraising campaign will be successful and will afford ABHOF stakeholders and the 
general public the opportunity to contribute to this ongoing effort.  
These funds will provide additional grants to organizations and will be distributed as they are received. 
 

PARTNERSHIP. The Arkansas Department of Health - Office of Health Equity has agreed to assist us by 
identifying and notifying organizations throughout Arkansas of the availability of grants.  The mission of 
the Office of Heath Equity is to provide leadership, support, and advocacy for efforts aimed at promoting 
equitable practices and reducing disparities in Arkansas.  Since announcing the opening of the grant 
process, 158 grant applications totaling $150,390 have been received. To date, grants have been 
approved for programs in the cities of Pine Bluff, Sunset, Turrell, Gilmore, Wilmot, Cotton Plant, Stamps, 
Camden, and a grant to the Marshallese community in northwest Arkansas.  In addition, a several 
programs in Central Arkansas were funded.  The grants approved thus far will have an impact on the 
citizens health and quality of life in the counties of Ashley, Benton, Bradley, Crittenden, Jefferson, 
Lafayette, Ouachita, Phillips, Pulaski and Woodruff.   
 

CARES ACT GOALS. COVID-19 has had and will continue to have a devastating effect on the lives of 
Arkansas’ citizens, especially minority populations who are proving to be among the most vulnerable to 
the coronavirus.  With the $300,000 in funding, the Arkansas Black Hall of Fame Foundation along with 
the ADH-Office of Health Equity will be able to significantly scale up the support that we can offer to 
minority and other underserved communities in Arkansas, by not only awarding additional grants but 
also increasing the maximum amount awarded to $5,000. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION.  Paula Patterson, ABHOF Grants Coordinator, P.O. Box 1042, Little Rock, 
Arkansas 72203 - Phone: (501) 690-1864. 
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